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Green public procurement
ESG in the context of public procurement

ANNUAL PUBLIC SPEND: 

NOK 740 000 000 000

CLIMATE FOOTPRINT FROM PUBLIC 

PROCUREMENTS:

11 000 000 TON CO2 EQUIVALENTS



The building, construction and property 

industry
ESG in the context of public procurement

Annual value: 

NOK 350 000 000 000

Employs: 

358 000

Turnover linked to public sector: 

60%

Climate footprint: 

2 000 000 ton CO2 equivalents



ESG in Norwegian Procurement 

Legislation today 
ESG in the context of public procurement

Duty to minimize adverse 

environmental impacts and 

promote climate friendly 

solutions

Demands routines to 

ensure compliance with 

basic human rights

Freedom to implement

ESG-criteria and 

requirements throughout

all stages of the

procurement process

Encouragement to use

environment as award

criteria and weigh it at 

least 30%



Revised § 7-9 in the Norwegian 

Procurement Regulation
ESG in the context of public procurement

Main rule: Climate- and 
environmental considerations 

shall be weighted 30% or more 
when awarding a public contract 

to a supplier

Secondary rule: Stipulating
climate- and environmental

requirements in the technical
specifications remains an 

option, provided it yields more 
beneficial climate- and 

environmental effects than the
the 30%-rule

Derogation rule: If the
procurement, due to its nature, 

does not have a significant
adverse impact on climate and 
environment, both the main rule
and the alternative rule may be 

derogated

Any deviation from the main rule
shall be justified in the

procurement documents. 
(Comply or justify-principle)



How to secure and promote 

sustainability?
ESG in the context of public procurement

Qualification 
Requirements

Contract
Requirements

Technical 
Specifications

Awarding Criteria

ESG



Risks and opportunities
ESG in the context of public procurement

Risk Opportunities



Thank you for your attention! 
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